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What if death is not the end?
What if ghosts are real?
What if we never leave?

GHOST
 OPERA



THE PROJECT
Featuring the celebrated avant-garde compositions of LA-based Canadian Veronika 
Krausas, text by last year’s Giller Prize winner André Alexis, and the wildly 
imaginative designs of Calgary’s internationally-renowned Old Trout Puppet 
Workshop, GHOST OPERA will be unlike anything anybody’s seen before – a 
full-scale puppet opera, conceived from the ground up as a spectacle combining 
object theatre and contemporary composition, bringing together the supernatural 
and the philosophical, the comic and the fearsome, music and image, the real and 
the surreal. 

The libretto is inspired by an ancient Greek ghost story about a philosopher who 
buys a house that’s strangely cheap… because all of the previous inhabitants have 
been driven to death or madness by the ghost of the original owner.  In this 
subversive adaptation, the ghost is the hero of the story, and it’s more than her 
house that’s being invaded – it’s her memories that are at stake. The philosopher 
must decide who he’s rooting for – the living or the dead – and so does the 
audience, who must ponder the vast and wondrous and terrifying question: what 
if death is not the end?   



PREMIERING IN MAY 2019
The team is in full creative swing; the libretto and piano score are finished, and 
design concepts in place. Puppets and set elements are beginning to be built, and 
aerial rigging engineered – the show will be an extravanza, with 12 musicians, 8 
singers, and 6 puppeteers bringing a small army of inanimate creatures to life, 
with voices that will ruffle your hair in the back row.

 It’ll be in creative residency at the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity culminating 
in the World Premiere at the Eric Harvie Theatre on May 24th 2019, followed by 
a two week run at Theatre Junction GRAND in Calgary until June 8th.



André Alexis was born in Trinidad and grew up in Canada. 
His most recent novel, Fifteen Dogs, won the 2015 Scotiabank 
Giller Prize and the Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize. His 
debut novel, Childhood, won the Books in Canada First Novel 
Award, the Trillium Book Award, and was shortlisted for the 
Giller Prize and the Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize. His other 
books include Pastoral (nominated for the Rogers Writers’ 
Trust Fiction Prize), Asylum, Beauty and Sadness (nominated for 
the Bocas Prize), Ingrid & the Wolf (nominated for a Governor 
General’s Award for Children’s Literature), Despair and Other 
Stories of Ottawa (nominated for a Commonwealth Prize) and 
Lambton, Kent and Other Vistas: A Play.

Of Lithuanian heritage, composer Veronika Krausas was 
born in Australia, raised in Canada, and lives in Los Angeles. 
She has directed, composed for, and produced multi-media 
events that incorporate her works with dance, acrobatics and 
video. The Globe & Mail (Toronto) writes “her works, whose 
organic, lyrical sense of storytelling are supported by a rigid 
formal elegance, give her audiences a sense that nature’s frozen 
objects are springing to life.” 

Mark Swed of the Los Angeles Times said of her chamber 
opera The Mortal Thoughts of Lady Macbeth “Something novel 
this way comes.” Performances include Ensemble musikFabrik 
(at the Darmstadt Music Festival), The Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, New York City Opera, Fort Worth Opera, 
Esprit Orchestra, The Vancouver Symphony, San Francisco 
Choral Artists, Alexander String Quartet, Fort Worth Opera, 
Motion Music, and the Penderecki String Quartet. Her work 
was an official selection of the US for the 2012 World Music 
Days in Belgium and she was the featured composer at the 
2013 Céret Music Festival. She was one of the composers 
for The Industry’s mobile opera project Hopscotch. The Los 
Angeles Philharmonic has commissioned a work for 5 basses to 
be performed in a tent designed by artist Ana Prvacki in the 
fall of 2016.

Krausas has music composition degrees from the University of 
Toronto, McGill University in Montreal, and a doctorate from 
the Thornton School of Music at the University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles, where she is currently on faculty. 

www.veronikakrausas.com

THE TEAM
ANDRÉ ALEXIS (story & librettist)

VERONIKA KRAUSAS (music)



The Old Trout Puppet Workshop was founded by a gang of childhood friends, back in the cold 
strange winter of 1999, on a ranch in southern Alberta. They fed the pigs and collected eggs for 
their rent, and premiered their first show to a bunkhouse full of cowboys and Hutterites. Since 
then, they’ve grown to become one of Canada’s leading creation theatre companies, touring their 
wildly original puppet shows for adults across the country, the US, and Europe. 

But they’re more than just a puppet 
company. They also write and illustrate 
children’s books, make films, teach 
workshops, run a puppet festival, build 
sculptures, design theatre and even have 
a house band, the Agnostic Mountain 
Gospel Choir. They designed Twelfth 
Night for the National Art Centre which 
was re-mounted by Theatre Calgary 
in 2018, and just finished designing set, 
puppets, and costumes for Vancouver 
Op era ’s  succes s fu l  production of 
Hansel & Gretel. 

The Old Trouts also busy with a new touring show, Jabberwocky, based on the Lewis Carroll poem. 
Commissioned by the Nuits de Fourvière Festival in Lyon, France, Jabberwocky toured Canada 
starting in November 2017, then headed to Europe in 2018 to play in Spain, France, and Romania.

THE OLD TROUT PUPPET WORKSHOP (story & puppets)

CALGARY OPERA (Emerging Artists)

Founded in 1972, Calgary Opera’s mission is: To be the best at connecting people, through the 
magic of opera, to themselves, to each other, and to the community.

For 44 years, Calgary Opera has made a name for itself as a company that is committed to the 
development of Canadian talent and the development of new opera works, as well as bringing 
opera to all ages in the community on a broader scale.

Over the past decade, creating new works and building new productions has been a cornerstone of 
the company. By the opening of Calgary Opera’s 2016-17 season, the company will have presented 
six world premieres, six Canadian premieres, and numerous company premieres. Calgary Opera’s 
most recent Canadian premiere, Die tote Stadt (The Dead City), by Erich Wolfgang Korngold, 
opened to rave reviews. In addition, Calgary Opera re-mounted the original work Filumena in 
February, which premiered originally in 2003 in partnership with The Banff Centre for the Arts 
and Creativity, and composed by John Estacio with libretto by John Murrell.

Calgary Opera is the only opera company in Canada with an outdoor summer opera festival 
(Opera in the Village), which brings opera to over 9,000 locals and tourists at ENMAX Park on 
the site of Calgary Stampede’s Indian Village.

The company’s Emerging Artist Program is the only one of four designated annual National Training 
Programs funded through Canadian Heritage in all of Canada, which provides 8 young artists the 
opportunity to learn through an intense program of vocal coaching, acting, performances, touring, 
and one-on-one training with experts in the opera world.



Furthering community outreach, Calgary Opera brings opera to younger audiences through school 
tours in Calgary and northern/southern Alberta, and the Let’s Create an Opera program allows 
schools to conceptualize, create, construct, and produce their own opera to Calgary audiences. 
As well, the company’s For Students Only Dress Rehearsals provides thousands of students with 
hugely discounted tickets not otherwise available.

On the mainstage, Calgary Opera produces a subscription season of three full-scale operas at the 
2,400-seat Jubilee Auditorium, complimented by a series of opera-related events and fundraisers. 

The Mamdani Opera Centre is Calgary Opera’s administrative and rehearsal home, situated in the 
Canadian Heritage Site of Wesley United Church, where we also invite other local arts groups to 
use as performance space.

theoldtrouts.org calgaryopera.com banffcentre.ca
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